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1 . For the record, the examiner notes that the recited "program storing 
medium" is: 

A) Illustrated in Figure 26; and 

B) Described in the paragraph that begins in the last two lines of page 86. 



2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



4. Claims 13, 17, 32, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

A} In line 3 of claim 13 sets forth a 'program comprising" the active steps of 
manipulation that are set forth in lines 4-13 of said claim. This recitation appears to be 
misdescriptive because a program, per se, cannot comprise active steps of 
manipulation; i.e., such functional steps are performed by a computer/device when the 
program is executed by said computer/device. Clarification is required. Similar 
clarification is needed with respect to: line 7 of claim 17; line 4 of claim 32; line 7 of 
claim 36. 
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5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 



6. Claims 13, 14, 17, 18, 32, 33, 36 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 
because the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

A) With respect to claims 13, 17, 32, and 36: 

Each of claims 13, 17, 32, and 36 are directed to a "program storing medium" 
with a "computer readable program" recorded thereon, however, each of the 
claims lacks recitation of functionality; e.g., that the recorded "program", when 
executed by a computer, causes the computer to perform active steps of 
manipulation. That is, "computer readable programs", per se, constitute non- 
functional descriptive material, i.e., non-statutory subject matter, even when 
recorded on a statutory recording medium. 



B) With respect to claims 14, 18, 33, and 37 : 

Each of claims 13, 17, 32, and 36 are directed to a "computer readable program", 
per se, which constitutes non-functional descriptive material (i.e., non-statutory 
subject matter); e.g., each of these claims lacks the recitation of a statutory 
"recording medium". 
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7. The following references are noted : 

A) With respect to the "prior art" of Tsuqa et al. (US #5,895,124): 

Tsuqa et al has been cited because, as evidenced in Figure 1 1B, it 
describes a system: 

A) In which a plurality of AV streams (e.g., @ VOB#5, VOB#6, 
VOB#7) are encoded and stored on a video recording medium so 
as to form a plurality of reproduction paths during playback; 
and 

B) In which managing information, comprised multiangle 
information, is used to indicate where and when (i.e., at which 
address locations) synchronized transitions/jumps between the 
respective AV streams are permitted to occur. 

[Note: lines 56-67 of column 14; and lines 11-22 of column 15] 



B) With respect to the "prior art" of Kikichi et al. (US #5.870.523): 

Kikichi et al has been cited because, as evidenced in Figures 27-34, it 
describes a system: 

A) In which a plurality of AV streams are encoded and stored 
on a video recording medium so as to form a plurality of 
reproduction paths (e.g., @ Fig 34) during playback; and 

B) In which managing information, comprised multiangle 
information (e.g., @ Figures 27-33), is used to indicate where and 
when (i.e., at which address locations) synchronized 
transitions/jumps between the respective AV streams are 
permitted to occur. 

[Note: lines 5-17 of column 19; and lines 23-26 of column 20] 
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C) With respect to the intervening - "prior art" of Seo et al. (US 

#2003/0235406): 

Seo et al has been cited because, as evidenced in Figures 4B, it 
describes a system: 

A) In which a plurality of AV streams (e.g., @ Clip File 1, Clip 
File 2, Clip File 3) are encoded and stored on a video recording 
medium so as to form a plurality of reproduction paths during 
playback; and 

B) In which managing information, including respective entry 
point map data for each clip/path, is used to indicate where and 
when (i.e., at which address locations) synchronized 
transitions/jumps between the respective AV streams are 
permitted to occur. 

[e.g., Note: paragraphs 0009, 0025-0029, 0041, 0049-0052, 0058, 0061, 0062, 
0069, 0070, 0071, 0074, and 0079] 



D) With respect to the "prior art" of Kanda (WO98/24091): 

PCT application #WO98/24091 to Kanda qualifies as "prior art" under 
section 102(b). The examiner notes that the reference is not in the 
English language. However, US Patent #6,234,335 to Kanda, while not 
"prior art", is the US national stage of the above noted PCT and, as such, 
represents a certified translation of the above noted PCT. Thus, as 
evidenced in column 26 of US Patent #6,234,335 to Kanda, the prior art 
PCT publication #WO98/24091 to Kanda provided the following 
teachings: 

"The CPU 303 allocates a time code to each video 
frame of the video signal to be recorded based on the 
time coded supplied from a time-code generating unit 
313, and also allocates a recording address to each 
video frame of the video signal. Then the CPU 303 
stores the allocated time code and recording address 
as a corresponding table therein. 



1 US Patent publication #2003/023406 to Seo et al. was filed on 6/1 1/2003 and, as such, constitutes 
intervening prior art; i.e., it was filed prior to the effective filing date of the instant application but 
subsequent to the claims foreign priority date(s). The following is noted: 

The foreign priority papers cannot be relied upon to avoid consideration of such intervening prior art 
because a translation of said papers has not been made of record in accordance with 37 CFR 1. 55. 
See MPEP§ 201.15. 
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On recording, the CPU 303 specifies the recording 
address and the recording command to the hard-disk 
drive 300. The hard-disk drive 300 records a video 
signal to the specified recording address. On the 
other hand, on reproducing, if the video signal to be 
read is specified with the time code by the computer 
2, the CPU 303 refers to the corresponding table 
described above to determine that the video frame of 
the specified time code is recorded where (that is, 
determines the recording address) . Then the CPU 303 
specifies the determined recording address together 
with a reproducing command. Accordingly, the hard- 
disk drive 300 reproduces the video signal from the 
specified address and reproduces the video signal 
requested by the computer 2. In this manner, the CPU 
303 stores the correspondence relation between the 
time code and the recording address as a 
corresponding table, so that the specified 
reproducing position can be rapidly reproduced even 
if the reproducing position is specified with the 
time code by the computer 2." 



8. Claims 8-10 and 26-29 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

A) Claim 8 should depend from claim 7 (not 4) given that claim 7 (not 4) provides 
proper antecedent basis for recitations therein. 

B) Claim 9 should depend from claim 5 (not 2) given that claim 5 (not 2) provides 
proper antecedent basis for recitations therein 

C) Claim 10 should depend from claim 5 (not 2) given that claim 5 (not 2) 
provides proper antecedent basis for recitations therein. 

D) Claim 26 should depend from claim 23 (not 22) given that claim 23 (not 22) 
provides proper antecedent basis for recitations therein. 

E) Claim 28 should depend from claim 23 (not 20) given that claim 23 (not 20) 
provides proper antecedent basis for recitations therein. 

F) Claim 29 should depend from claim 23 (not 20) given that claim 23 (not 20) 
provides proper antecedent basis for recitations therein. 



Appropriate correction is required 
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9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



10. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US Patent 
#7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . 

A) The showing of Hamasaka et al. : 

1) As is illustrated in Figure 18, Hamasaka et al describes a system for: 

a) Encoding [via an encoding means (e.g., @ 1904)] and recording [via 
a recording means (e.g., @ 1911)] A/V data streams onto a recording 
medium (e.g., @ 100); and 

b) Playing [via a playing means (e.g., @ 191 1)] and Decoding [via a 
decoding means (e.g., @ 1908) selected ones of the recorded A/V data 
streams obtained from the recording medium (e.g., @ 100); and 

2) As described, ones of the recorded/played A/V data streams represent a 
plurality of reproduction paths (e.g., A/V streams representing multiple parallel 
Views) [Note lines 52-59 of column 14]; 
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3) As described, the system "generates" [i.e., inherently via a management 
information generating means] 2 , records, and plays various forms of 
management information along with the A/V streams wherein this management 
information include entry point tables (e.g., @ Figure 14), wherein the entry 
point tables include: 

a) "Map information" identifying the position of various entry points 
within each of the recorded/played A/V data streams; and 

b) "Reproduction managing information", i.e., data fields/flags 
associated with each of the entry points for classifying each of the entry 
points (e.g., @ Figure 14), wherein: 

1. One of these data fields/flag, i.e., the "Multi_View" filed/flag 
(e.g., of Figures 14 and 15), identify ones of the entry points that 
pertain to change points between the A/V streams that represent 
of the multi-views; i.e., and, as such, those of the entry points in 
which a change between the multi-view A/V streams is 
"permitted". 

[Note lines 22-26 of column 15; lines 45-57 of column 15; and lines 30-55 of 
column 22] 

wherein, as shown in Figure 15 [note lines 23-30 of column 16], separate entry 
table can be generated and stored/played for each/a// of the A/V streams 
including, i.e., as shown in Figure 16 [note lines 40-45 of column 16], each of the 
multi-view A/V streams. 



11. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US Patent 
#7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with respect 
to claim 1. Additionally: 

The examiner contends that the recited correlation is provided indirectly [note lines 42-64 
of column 6; lines 60-64 of column 15; and lines 30-45 of column 22] 



12. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 2. Additionally: 

As addressed above: 



2 The fact that the system is described as recording such management information inherently requires the 
"means" for generating/providing the management information that is recorded. 
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As shown in Figure 1 5 [note lines 23-30 of column 16], separate entry table can 
be generated and stored/played for each/a// of the A/V streams including, i.e., as 
shown in Figure 16 [note lines 40-45 of column 16], each of the multi-view A/V 
streams. 

13. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US Patent 
#7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with respect 
to claim 2. Additionally: 

It is noted that the A/V streams are necessarily multiplexed (i.e., "interleaved") prior to 
recording. 

14. Claims 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 2. 



15. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 2. Additionally: 

As addressed above: 

1. One of these data fields/flag, i.e., the "Multi_View" filed/flag (e.g., of Figures 
14 and 15), identify ones of the entry points that pertain to change points 
between the A/V streams that represent of the multi-views; i.e., and, as such, 
those of the entry points in which a change between the multi-view AA/ streams 
is "permitted". 

16. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 1. 



17. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 1. 
18. 

19. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 1. Additionally: 

It is noted that the apparatus is CPU controlled and, thereby, program 
controlled/driven 
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20. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 1. 



21. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 19. Additionally: 

The examiner contends that the recited correlation is provided indirectly [note lines 42-64 
of column 6; lines 60-64 of column 15; and lines 30-45 of column 22] 



22. Claims 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 20. Additionally: 

As disclosed in Hamasaka et al . the entry table may be generated as single table or as 
separate tables [note lines 20-42 of column 16] 



23. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 20. Additionally: 

It is noted that the A/V streams are necessarily multiplexed (i.e., "interleaved") prior to 
recording. 



24. Claims 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 20. 



25. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 19. Additionally: 

As addressed above: 

1. One of these data fields/flag, i.e., the "Multi_View" filed/flag (e.g., of Figures 
14 and 15), identify ones of the entry points that pertain to change points 
between the A/V streams that represent of the multi-views; i.e., and, as such, 
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those of the entry points in which a change between the multi-view A/V streams 
is "permitted". 



26. Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #7,356,247 to Hamasaka et al . for the same reasons set forth above with 
respect to claim 1. 
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27. Claims 6, 7, and 24-27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



28. Claims 15, 16, 34, 35, 38, and 39 are allowed. 
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29. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to DAVID E. HARVEY whose telephone number is (571) 272-7345. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:00AM to 3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Marsh D. Banks-Harold, can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/DAVID E HARVEY/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2621 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 



